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Lost Words 


From H.M.1LS.M 
Empress 29- Sticky Vicky. 


ISCWR 


EDROUTOH 


Many have been wondering what 
the Imperial Sovereign Court of 
the Wild Rose (I.S.C.W.R) 

has been up to. Wonder no more; 
we are around busy raising money 
for this years chosen charities. 


We just recently attended 
Vancouver’s Coronation and 
will be going to Calgary for 
their Coronation in April. We 
are going strong with the 
Bingo’s that are held at Boots 
and the Roost. The I.C.P’s 
(Southern and Lloyd) present 
various shows at the Roost 
and Prism and I still have 
monthly shows at the Roost. 


Congratulations go to Ashley Luv 
the newly crowned Mz Drag Queen 
and to Mia Fellow who is this 
year’s new entertainer of the year. 


I would like to thank Bill Cousineau 
for accepting to be Ball coordinator 
for Coronation XXX that will be 


held at Hellenic Hall on Saturday May 
28". Bill is working hard to bring you 
an event so spectacular you will be glad 
to have attended. There will be many 
past and future entertainers from all 
over North America. 

Weare honored to hear that the double 
decade Emperor and Empress (Lulu 
and Buster Box) will be attending this 
year’s coronation ball. Watch for 
various shows coming during 
Coronation week. Applications for 
Emperor and Empress will be out soon 
as well as applications for the John M 
Kerr scholarship fund 


In closing, we are working hard for the 
community and hope to see at 
Coronation XXX. Tickets are $25.00 
advance, $30.00 at the door. For more 
information feel free to E-mail me at 
empressvicky29@hotmail.com 


WATCH FOR production of the LION 
KING coming April 6—8 & 13-15 at 
the Roost 10345-104street. Doors open 
at 7pm and show starts 8:30pm.For 
more information, Phone (780) 426- 
3150 or Vicky at (780) 238-3378 


Oral Question Period 


Definition of Marriage 


Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. The line between the 
PC Party and the government 
gets blurred more every day. 
After announcing last 
Wednesday thata fight against 
federal civil marriage 
legislation is completely 
unwinnable, this government 
has now decided to waste 
taxpayer money to appease 
the right wing of the PC Party 
and fight a costly legal battle it 
is guaranteed to lose. Once 
again the interests of the 
taxpayer come after the 
interests of the Tory party. To 
the Minister of Restructuring 
and Government Efficiency: 
how does this minister justify 
wasting taxpayers’ dollars on 
a legal battle that the Premier 
and the Justice minister have 
admitted they cannot win? 


Mr. Ouellette: Mr. Speaker, 
that’s a good question, and | 
have the hon. 


think | will 


Deputy Premier answer that 
question. 


Mrs. McClellan: And that was 
a good answer, too, Mr. 
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, there 
is no question that the 
government caucus and the 
people that we represent in 
our constituencies feel very 
strongly about the traditional 
definition of marriage. 
However, having said that, | 
will let the Leader of the Official 
Opposition know that we are 
considering all of our options 
at this time. 


The Speaker: The hon. 
leader. 


Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. Well, back to the 
Minister of Restructuring and 
Government Efficiency, who 
presumably is interested in 
cost-benefit analyses: can that 
minister explain the cost 


benefit analysis of fighting civil 
marriage? 

The Speaker: The hon. 
minister. 


Mr. Ouellette: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. The only thing | want 
to explain is we try to do 
everything we possibly can for 
our constituents and all 
Albertans. | believe that the 
hon. Deputy Premier did a very 
good job answering that 
question with her first answer. 
Thank you. 


The Speaker: The hon. leader. 


Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. Well, perhaps then 
to the Deputy Premier: will she 
elucidate the House on what 
the other options are that are 
being considered? 


Mrs. McClellan: Well, Mr. 
Speaker, at this point that’s a 
bit hypothetical. But what | 
will tell the hon. leader is that 
when we have reviewed our 
options and have made a 
determination as to which 
options we will choose, | will 
be happy to elucidate the 
House. 


Definition of Marriage 


Dr. Taft: Well, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. We're not getting 
much elucidation so far, so 
let’s try the Minister of 
Community Development. 
What will be the role of the 
Alberta Human Rights 
Commission in the 
government's strategy to fight 
same-sex marriage? 


Mr. Mar: Well, Mr. Speaker, 
as the Minister of Community 
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Society. The only exception to the copyright is the material from National 
AIDS Clearing house which may be duplicated with credit given. 
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Dennis Cambly 
Managing Editor 


Now is The 
Hour 


It is very late at night as the final 
touches are put to this issue of 
Times .10 Magazine. It has beena 
wicked year for yours truly and 
will likely go down as my worst 
year. 


For those of you who have tried, 
you will understand and for those 
of you who wanted it to happen 
you will cheer. The millions on 
the Internet will still get an ongoing 
message from the Capital City of 
Alberta. This is the final hard copy 
issue of Times .10 which all started 


back in 1993. We can no longer 
carry on begging for financial 
support to continue doing this 
job that does not offer anyone 
money. We started this as a 
non-profit society in order to 
let people know gay men and 
lesbians live in Alberta. A major 
part of what we wanted to do 
was get a lot of stories out to 
people in and around the city. 
We wanted you to have as up to 
date information as possible for 
everyone to live a safe and 
healthy life. In this area I think 
we have failed as we see so 
many gay men still dying of 
AIDS and testing positive at 
alarming rates in 16 to 28 year 
olds. It was our goal to get the 
message home that there are 
safe ways to have sexual fun 
but I do not believe we have 
really succeeded along these 
lines. We also wanted you to 
know that you can still have a 
spiritual life and live as a gay 
person. There were messages 
in many issues on this topic. 


Since politics in any Capital 
City is everywhere we brought 
you messages from both 


Guerdh 
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opposition parties as often as 
possible. Yes I am a Liberal and 
there was that short fleeting 
moment when our late Mayor 
Laurence Decore almost did it to 
the Conservatives. Laurence, we 
know that you are still watching 
us and hoping fora better Alberta. 
Sure would be wonderful to know 
where all those billions of dollars 
go because nobody living here 
has seen any taxes drop. 


It has been a lot of fun getting to 
know so many people that are 
out and open in our city and via 
the magazine meet people all 
over the planet. The Internet 
edition first went on line back in 
1994 just as the Internet was 
becoming popular. We soon 
became a part of the worldwide 
community and brought you 
news from other places. These 
stories and articles were 
published to let you know that 
there are other places where 
people, the same as us, struggle 
daily. Since we are next door to 
the “most advanced” nation in 
the world we brought you their 
horror stories as well. Try to 
remember, if you are old enough, 


that it was the “born again” gang 
that called AIDS the gay plague 
for many years. Some still do even 
though the biggest mouths cut the 
chatter when it was realized that 
the disease was a worldwide 
epidemic. Today in North America 
a person with HIV might live a 
few extra years with the newest 
drugs but that is not the case in the 
rest of the world. 


We want to say thank you to all of 
the people who stuck with us 
through the years. To our 
contributors and the people who 
took the time to write articles 
without thought of being rewarded. 


The online edition will continue 
and we are working on anew face, 
again, for the Internet edition. So 
farewell and remember to keep 
your neighbour in mind as you 
face each new day. You are the 
best and bookmark that in your 
mind. There is a winner in you so 
be true to yourself and wish your 
fellow humans the best. 


Well, lam off Blogging... 
around? 


see you 


Development responsible for 
the Human Rights 
Commission, obviously I’m at 
the table as these things are 
discussed. | would certainly 
bring forward any perspective 
that the Human Rights 
Commission feels _ is 
appropriate. 


Dr. Taft: Well, then, to the 
Minister of Restructuring and 
Government Efficiency: given 
that the Premier and the 


Justice minister have both admitted 
that they cannot win the legal battle 
over same-sex marriage, will the 
minister be investigating why the 
government is throwing away 
taxpayer dollars on this issue? 


Mr. Ouellette: Mr. Speaker, | don’t 
think that this government has 
spent any money or thrown any 
money away on anything at this 
point in time. The hon. Deputy 
Premier has said that we are 
looking at all different avenues on 


anything we can do to 
protect marriage between 
one man and one woman. 


The Speaker: The hon. 
leader. 


Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. Well, again to 
the same Minister of 
Restructuring and 
Government Efficiency: 
given that the government 
is wasting taxpayer money 


on this issue to shore up 
support for the PC Party, will 
this minister ask that the legal 
fees for this action be paid out 
of the PC Party bank account? 


Mr. Ouellette: Mr. Speaker, | 
think we’ve answered the 
question once already, that 
we're not wasting any 
taxpayers’ money. Absolutely 
not will | be going to the party 
for anything. Thank you. 


Abuse in Our Community: 
The Hidden Epidemic 


By Jeffrey Lee Williams, Junior 


According to a new study, 
domestic violence occurs just as 
often among gay couples as it 
does among heterosexuals. In 
fact, according to the research 
funded in part by the National 
Institutes of Health in 2004, more 
than a fifth of the 2,881 men 
surveyed in New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, and Los Angeles, 
had been physically abused by 
an intimate partner during the 
previous five years. It is a rate 
comparable to the incidence of 
domestic violence among 
heterosexuals. 


“This study demonstrates that 
intimate partner abuse among 
urban MSM (men who have sex 
with men) is a very serious public 
health problem,” wrote the 
researchers in the December 
issue of the American Journal of 
Public Health. “It sheds light on 
a subject that has long been taboo 
within and outside the MSM 
community, that is, men are also 


victims of battering and not solely 
perpetrators.” 


In March of 2004, there was a meeting 
in Calgary, Canada of the Alberta 
Roundtable on Family Violence and 
Bullying. One of the speakers of over 
two hundred representatives of service 
agencies, government, police, health 
care providers, and survivors of abuse, 
and a psychologist with Edan 
Counseling Associates in Calgary, 
Jane Oxenbury spoke of abuse among 
gay and lesbian couples. She pointed 
out that at least 33% of people in 
homosexual relationships are, in fact, 
abused. “This is similar to the 
heterosexual relationships, which 
makes sense, because everybody 
learns this through the same avenues.” 


Oxenbury also said that she was 
encouraged with the progress that’s 
being made in the area of domestic 
violence, but is hoping the cause of 
gay and lesbian victims won’t be lost 
in the shuffle. The problem is that for 
us, it is still hard to report a problem 
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to the traditional authorities. 
Weare often worried that the 
person would not believe us, 
and for those who are still in 
the closet, we are concerned 
that we cannot talk about this 
without coming out about 
who we are. Some of us may 
even fear that our own 
community may disown us. 
After domestic violence has 
occurred, victims may be 
afraid they may lose their 
community or that their 
friends will choose the 
abuser. The abuser may 
threaten to tell friends or 
family that the victim is gay. 
A victim’s partner may be 
the only link in the victim’s 
life that is associated with 
the gay community. Therein 
lies the problem. 


Some people in abusive 
relationships will not report 
abuse because cops often will 
not know whom to arrest ina 


situation such as this. Victims 
are often left by police or arrested. 
It’s traumatizing as a victim when 
you are trying to get assistance 
from an officer. Outside of the 
gay and lesbian anti-violence 
groups, there aren’t many 
organizations out there that 
provide services to gay and 
lesbian people, specifically in 
dealing with domestic abuse. 


The issue here isn’t whether 
domestic abuse occurs in our 
community. The issue is what 
we are going to do about it. 
Though help may seem so far 
away when you are a gay or 
lesbian victim of domestic abuse, 
there is help there and it is 
imperative that you find it before 
it is too late. Recently, I have 
read about a few cases here in the 
states and in Canada where gay 
and lesbian couples have been to 
court regarding domestic abuse. 
Though the courts in Canada are 
far more sensitive to the issue of 


YOUNG ADULT 
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abuse in alternative homes, here 
in the states there is still asense of 
hope and faith ina judicial system. 


In a time where our president is 
seemingly making it his business 
to appoint anti-gay judges to the 
supreme court, still pumping his 
fists in the air against gay marriage 
and basically telling us we do not 
matter, regardless of getting 23% 
of the gay vote, there are places 
to go for help. The most notable 
organization is the local Gay and 
Lesbian Anti- Violence 
Organization, which work closely 
with the LAMBDA association. 
This article is intended to help 
gays and lesbians who may be in 
abusive relationships to try to find 
the courage to get out, get help, 
and get better. It is important to 


know that you are not alone and 
that there is never any reason 
good enough for a partner to 
physically abuse you. In closing, 
we know that gay male domestic 
violence exists. We know it 
shares similarities with 
heterosexual domestic violence 
and also has unique issues and 
qualities. We know gay victims 
want and need help. 

As individuals, we can 
open our eyes and our hearts to 
our neighbors and friends 
experiencing this very real 
tragedy. Our efforts also must 
have the foundation of our 
community, appreciating that 
once we have the understanding 
and support of the gay 
community we will have a 
network of resources second to 
none and most importantly, the 
silence will be broken. 


| Music That Fits... 


Tony Barre's debut CD “Barre Parts” is HOT. 


Barre has written and produced a 
CD delivering over 60 minutes of 
erotic soundscapes in seven 
simmering audio tracks designed 
to heighten the senses and set the 
scene. No Vanilla here... 

“Barre Parts’ is a mix of music 
and sound, which Barre calls 
“soundscapes , due to their 
inherent textures and depth. 
Moans, groans and other dungeon 
artifacts, mixed with Ambient, 
Trance and a hint of Rock for 
good measure, urges on all 
comers. 
Imaginations may begin to 
wander to their innermost 
fantasies with titles like “7 You 
Know What to Expect’, Stiff 
Proposition’, “Everything is 


Reasonable’ and “Enjoy the 
Ride”. . . exactly what the Artist 
had in mind 
Tony Barre’s soundscapes have 
set the scene for a number of Hot 
Desert Knights video releases and 
the “Barre Parts” CD is currently 
available online through HDK 
distributing and through 
Tony Barres website at 
www.barreparts.com _ 
A long time resident of the Palm 
Springs community and crafting 
and producing music for many 
years, Lony is currently working 
on another CD as a follow-up 
tentatively titled “Barre 
Handed”, and another video 
project with HDK set for release 
_by year’s end. 


A Tale from Two Cities 


By Gilles Marchildon, Egale Canada 


Two significant meetings took 
place on the weekend of March 
18-20. The first received ample 
media coverage whereas the 
second registered barely a bleep 
on the media radar. Nonetheless, 
they were both important. 


The first meeting brought to 
Montreal, from across Canada, 
members of the Conservative 
Party of Canada (CPC). The 
second meeting, also for a 
national organization, drew a 
modest-sized group of local, 
grass-roots activists in Saskatoon 
to attend Egale Canada’s Retreat 
onrural issues and annual general 
meeting. 


The March 17-19 convention was 
the Conservatives’ first policy 
convention as a united party. It is 
also the first to follow the June 
2004 federal election... and could 
be the only one before the next 
election! 


The CPC succeeded in projecting 
unity and avoiding any major 
fall-outs. Policy-wise, it inched 
somewhat towards the middle 
when a majority of delegates 
agreed not to introduce abortion 


legislation, if elected as 


government. 


Unfortunately, a majority of 
Conservative delegates displayed 
an astounding lack of political 
and practical sense by voting 
overwhelmingly that a 
Conservative government 
introduce legislation to limit 
marriage to between a man and a 
woman. 


Like their Leader, a majority of 
delegates turned a blind eye to 
the legal imperative that in order 
to prevent same-sex marriage, 
they would need to invoke the 
notwithstanding clause. 
Delegates also ignored two other 
facts: 87% of Canadians live in 
one of the 7 provinces or the 
territory where it’s now legal; 
and over 3,000 same-sex 
marriages have already taken 
place and the sky hasn’t fallen. 
Proposing a rollback is 
unconstitutional and a sad 
misreading of our country. 


Most of the CPC Caucus will 
vote against equal marriage for 
same-sex couples but a few 
Members of Parliament (MPs) 


have resolutely declared 
themselves in favour. These 
progressive MPs include leading 
luminaries such as former 
leadership contenders Belinda 
Stronach and Jim Prentice. 


As for the Saskatoon meeting on 
March 19, Egale members 
received the Annual Report, 
Audited Financial Statements 
and Board election results. 


During the past two years, 
Egale’s membership, budget and 
staffhave doubled. In additional, 
Egale’s work has also doubled. 
There is no denying the fact that 
what made the biggest headlines 
in 2004 was the right of same- 
sex couples to access the 
institution of civil marriage. At 
the same time, Egale worked on 
a number of other legal and 
political files. 


Egale’s Board is working on a 
Strategic Plan’ for the 
organization that includes work 
in 5 Focus Areas: Youth and 
Education; Trans Issues; Hate 
and Violence; Sex and 
Censorship; working more 
“intersectionally” to explore the 


overlaps between homophobia, 
biphobia and transphobia with 
sexism and racism, to name but 
two other forms of oppressions. 


Egale has greatly expanded its 
activities in many areas while 
rising to meet the daunting 
challenge of the equal marriage 
campaign. The organization has 
stretched itself financially as much 
as possible but now, members and 
donors must express their vote of 
confidence to support Egale’s 
growth. Egale can only be as 
strong as its membership and there 
is still much to do in the post- 
marriage era. 


Our community should be ready 
for the possibility of a 
Conservative government, 
making sure that we have a strong 
national organization able to 
express our collective voice... and 
ensure that the government hears 
it. Gilles Marchildon is Executive 
Director of Egale Canada, a non- 
profit organization that advances 
equality and justice for lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and trans-identified 
people, and their families, across 
Canada. www.egale.ca) 
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Research into HIV vaccines 
has a number of problems. 
There are two key issues 
that protect HIV from 
vaccines. First is that of 
selective pressure quickly 
neutralising early promise, 
the falling off of immune 
response is called anergy. 
HIV responds rapidly to 
these pressures, as is 
recorded by the HIV 
Variation Project. From 
human isolates it has been 
discovered that HIV 
currently has three groups 
ofclades, M, Nand O. Nine 
clades have been identified 
in M but less in the others. 
The earliest vaccine were 
based on the LAI clade, 
which was discovered to 
berare in human infections. 
The second problem with 
HIV is its attack on the 
immune system itself 
which means that, to date, 
no effective cell-mediated 
immune response has been 
determined. 

The lack ofa quality animal 
model has also impacted 
research, as has the multi- 
path internal transmission 
method of HIV which 
requires the immune 
response to be stimulated 
at a number of levels. 

The typical animal model 
for vaccine research is the 
monkey, often the 
macaque. The monkeys can 
be infected with SIV or the 
chimeric SHIV forresearch 
purposes. 

The human body can 
defend itself against HIV, 
as work with monoclonal 
antibodies (MAb) has 
proven. That certain 


individuals can _ be 
asymptomatic for decades 
after infection is 
encouraging. 

Research achievements 
Research supports the 
contention that a safe and 
elfective svaccine 11s 
possible. Vaccines against 
other diseases where 
correlates were not known 
and where there were no 
ideal animal model have 
been developed. 
Experimental HIV/AIDS 
vaccines have proven 
efficacious to varying 
degrees in stringent animal 
model tests that use virus 
challenges that are 
significantly higher than 
what is believed to occur in 
most human exposures. 
iPhird,grmostis HI Visas 
transmitted heterosexually, 
which is known to be less 
efficient than parenteral 
exposure. Finally, 
individuals who become 
infected with HIV do not 
succumb to the disease for 
years even in the absence 
of anti-retroviral therapy, 
suggesting that the human 
immune system is capable 
of controlling HIV infection 
partially or temporally. 
Enormous effort has been 
put into understanding how 
HIV works, it has produced 
a number of approaches to 
vaccination, none of which 
have;been effective. 
Methods attempted include 
recombinant proteins, 
synthetic peptides, 
recombinant viral vectors, 
recombinant bacterial 
vectors, recombinant 
particles, DNA vaccines to 
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induce production of a 
specific antigen, and whole- 
killed and live-attenuated 
HIV, though these latter two 
have not progressed into 
clinical trials in uninfected 
individuals due to an 
unfavorable benefit/risk 
ratio. The role of broadly 
neutralising antibodies 


(NAb) is under 
investigation, although 
earlier results were 


discouraging. Research has 
identified certain HIV 
glycoproteins as potentially 
valuable in detecting the 
effect of antibodies 
(ELISA) or as binding 
points or as key in the 
workings) of | HIV: 
Recombinant subunit 
vaccines are used to 
investigate the HIV 


Problems with HIV vaccine research 


glycoproteins. Attacks on 
particular parts of the RNA 
code of the virus have 
shown some promise, such 
as those against the nef gene 
which regulates viral 
replication. 

On November 16, 2004, 
researchers at the French 
Institut Pasteur announced 
that they had been able to 
induce antibodies to 
significantly block HIV 
from infecting human cells, 
an achievement hailed as 
an important step towards 
an HIV vaccine. Clinical 
Trials to Date Up to May 
2000 over 60 phase I/II 
trials of candidate vaccines 
had been conducted 
worldwide. Most initial 
approaches focused on the 
HIV envelope protein. At 


least thirteen different 
gp120 and gp160 envelope 
candidates have been 
evaluated, in the US 
predominantly through the 
AIDS Vaccine Evaluation 
Group. Most research 
focused on gp120 rather 
than gp41/gp160, as the 
latter are generally more 
difficult to produce and did 
not initially offer any clear 
advantage over gp120 
forms. Overall, they have 
been safe and 
immunogenic in diverse 
populations, have induced 
neutralizing antibody in 
nearly 100% recipients, but 
rarely induced CD8+ 
cytotoxic T lymphocytes 
(GE): Mammalian 
derived envelope 
preparations have been 
better inducers 
neutralizing antibody than 
candidates produced in 
yeast and bacteria. The 


ita 


of 


antibodies induced by these 
early envelope 
preparations were 
relatively specific for clade 
B isolates and rarely 
neutralized primary 
isolates of HIV. 


However, as low levels of 


neutralizing antibody titers 
in some circumstances may 
provide protection from 
viral infection, bivalent 
preparations of gp120, 
based on one lab (B) and 
one primary isolate (B or 
E) of HIV, were developed 
by VaxGen, who sponsored 
phase II trials of these 
candidates in the U.S. and 
Thailand. The first large 
scale human 
VaxGen’s AIDSVAX?, 
was completed in February 
2003. Although this gp 120 
subunit vaccine appears to 
be safe, it failed to work. 
Although the vaccination 
process involved many 
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trial of 


repeated “booster” 
injections, it was very 
difficult to induce and 
maintain the high anti- 
gp120 antibody titers 
necessary to have any hope 
of neutralizing an HIV 


exposure. 
In an effort to induce both 
CTL and _ antibody 


responses, attention has 
turned to evaluating a 
combination vaccine 
approach in which two 
types of vaccines are used. 
Most commonly referred 
to as “prime-boost”, this 
has involved an 
immunization (priming) 
with a recombinant viral 
vector followed by or 
combined with boosting 
doses of recombinant 
protein. Three 
recombinant attenuated 
vaccinia vectors and five 
recombinant canarypox 
vectors were evaluated in 


phase I trials alone and in 
combination with a 
recombinant protein 
envelope boost. In general, 
vaccinia-immune individuals 
have not responded as well 
as vaccinia-na individuals to 
vaccinia vectors, although 
there has been no difference 
in the response of these 
groups to recombinant 
canarypox vectors. All 
recombinant viral vectors 
have been safe and 
immunogenic to date and 
have been shown to prime 
the immune response to an 
envelope boost, thereby 
necessitating fewer doses of 
recombinant protein to reach 
maximum antibodies titers. 
However, the antibodies 
elicited in prime-boost 
protocols so far havea limited 
breadth of reactivity. One 
exception to this may be 
gpl60 formulated in 
polyphosphazine adjuvant, 


Purveyor of fine flowers. 


10123 - 124 Street 


(780) 488-4359 
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Cleaning Services 


Proudly Serving the Gay & Lesbian Community 
of Edmonton 


WE OFFER 
REGULAR HOME CLEANING 
WEEKLY 

BIWEEKLY 

MONTHLY 


MOVE IN/OUT CLEANING 
WINDOW CLEANING 


CARPET & UPHOLSTRY 
CLEANING 


FOR A FREE 
HOME ESTIMATE CALL 


440-3258 


Watch one scene, many scenes or the whole film... 


PIRIAPE. TV has the world's top studios, 
hottest men & exclusive gay content! 


« No membership fees 
¢ No monthly charges 
* No commitments 


Photo ® EurotCreme "Daniel Leger” in SpyBoy 


WATCH IT! 
www.priape.tv 


BUY IT! 
www.priape.com 
Monday to Saturday: 12 pm to 9 pm* Sunday: 12 pm to 6 pi 


1322 17th ave SW, Calgary (Ab) T2T 0C3>° Tel.: 403.215.1800 + calgary@priape.com * www.priape.com 
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Coronation XXX 


A Night of Rising Stars and New Dream SRQ\VY YY 
Men om Arind North Anna Daca Ui 
Gurls Night Off , 


25th May, 2005 Prisms Bar & Grill 
10524 - 101 Street 10pm $3 


In Town Show 


26th May, 2005 The Roost 
10343 - 104 Street 10pm $5.00 


Out of Town Show 


27th May. Prisms Bar and Grill 
10524- 101 Street 10pm $6 


Grand Ball 2005 


May 28th 

Advance: (May1 5th) $25 Door $30 
Hellenic Hall 

10450 - 116 Street 

Door 5pm Show Time 6:30pm 


Victory Brunch and awards May 29% 
Prisms Bar and Grill 10524 - 101 Street 11am $12 


Tickets available at Prisms and the Roost 


The Insperial Sovereign Court of the Weidrose 
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When you are young, and new to 
the gay community, you basically 
want to feel like you belong. 
Everything is new the attention 
that you receive from guys is a 
feeling that is overwhelming. 
When you start the dating 
process, you basically are looking 
for a person that fits your 
standards of what is a good 
partneris. So what happens when 
they turn out to be someone 
completely not what they first 
presented? I was in arelationship 
for 3 1/2 years with this guy. 


Things stared out so typical, I 
was young, kneive, and gullible 
and I believed everything that he 
said to me. “Unconditional love” 
well what I thought to be. I guess 
in his own way he loved me. 
Back then, my friends knew that 
my partner was having affairs, 
but didn’t think it was their place 
to tell me. “They didn’t want to 
get involved” and I don’t blame 
them either. [remember different 
times when people contacted me 
to inform me that my ‘boyfriend’ 
slept with them. I confronted my 
“boyfriend” and his response was 
“You don’t trust me, you will 
take a stranger’s word over 
mine?” I forced myself to believe 
that my boyfriend would never 
do that to me. Then my 
relationship came to a nasty end. 
It was something I knew was 
coming long before it was 


presented. Whatever the reasons 
why I stayed weren’t justifiable 
enough to stay any longer. A 
week after we broke up; | found 
out that he was in a relationship 
for the last four months with 
someone. My “at the time 
boyfriend” was 26 and his “new 
boyfriend” was 15. Oh and yeah 
his guy had his previous baggage 
from his ex that put him in debt. 
So he chose to return the favor 
and pass that over to me. 


I am still recovering from this 
experience financially and 
emotionally and it’s difficult not 
to feel hatred or resentment 
towards someone who portrayed 
something that they weren't. I 
guess everyone puts their best 
foot forward when they meet 
someone. Who is really whom? 
I’meven guilty of the same thing. 


“The pat archy’s worst: nightmare: 


a loudmouthed spitfire see 


a wicked wit and an 

elegant way with | zinging 

ne poe that be.” | 
~The Was ngton P Post 
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I’m not trying to pretend to 
anyone that I was perfect, I am 
just me. I made my own share of 
mistakes, I guess the difference 
is that I learnt from them. I found 
out who I really was first, then I 
went for what I wanted. I’ve 
found what I was looking for 
because I raised my standards 
higher than they were; we have 
amazing communication, and we 
are completely straight up 
towards each other. 


He knows my past, I know his, 
we have no secrets and most 
importantly; we listen to each 
other. If you see no future in the 
relationship you are in, “don’t 
stay out of comfort”, or that you 
think “you cannot find a better 


relationship”, being “single” is 
fantastic too. Do not be 
delusional. 


My name 
is Dave 


was 21 as of December 2004, 
and live in North Dakota, 
though I knew I was gay when 
I was 13 or so. 

From then until a month after 
my twenty-first birthday, I kept 
that part of myself a secret from 
everybody, even my family. | 
hated gay people, but only 
because I think I hated that part 
of myself. I lived in misery for 
at least seven of those years, 
simply because I didn’t talk to 
anyone how I felt, and always 
kept my feelings to myself. 


I had always known I was 
somehow different from 
everyone else, but didn’t know 
why. I liked the feeling of wet 
clothes, and wasn’t attracted to 
women, which was something I 
never really thought about till 
then. I first realized I was gay 
when I was taking a shower at 
the YMCA. As I stood 
alone under the spray of the 
shower, 1 had the sudden 
realization that! was attracted to 
guys. Of course, I knew what it 
meant. It meant I was gay. I 
also knew I had to keep it a 
secret. I felt there was no one 
who understood, and that I would 
just keep it to myself. 


Well, for many years, this 
worked. But things changed. I 
was no longer very happy, and 
drifted apart from my friends. I 
don’t even remember losing 
them, it all happened so 
gradually. I was pushing people 
away from me, I now know. If! 
didn’tknow anyone, I didn’thave 
to worry about anyone knowing. 


My life became more difficult as 

I began pursuing my life-long 
dream of going into engineering, 
and the stresses of projecting a 
false image of myself to my 
few friends and family was 
beginning to take its toll on me. 
I felt nervous around some of the 
shallow friends I had made, and 
began to withdraw myself even 
more. 


A few months ago, I never would 
have dreamt of looking for a re- 
lationship with someone like 
myself. I was too shy and with- 
drawn. But now that I am com- 
fortable with myself, something 
even more remarkable has hap- 
pened. I have begun to see that 
there are gay people like myself 
everywhere. In all my classes, 
and in between classes I run into 
them. I never used to be able to 
see most of them, but now that I 
know myself for who I really am, 
I can see that part of myself in 
others. 

Many of the people I see are like 
me in the respect that they are 
afraid to tell someone that they 
are gay, even if they suspect that 
person is gay. It is difficult to 
describe, but I can sense when a 
person is gay, because they look 
at me the same way I look at 
them. When our eyes meet, there 
is something there that I just 
cannot explain. Iexchange looks 
with people like that quite often 
now, and while I am pretty sure 
they are gay, [can’t be completely 
sure, so] don’t ask. I don’t know 
how to. Perhaps a friend is all I 
need. 


I don’t know if my story will 
make it any easier for you. But 
one thing I do know is that life is 
too short to waste pretending to 
be something you are not. And 
while many people don’t like gay 


people like us, it hurts far worse 
when we don’t like ourselves. 
Now that I know this and can 
share it with you, I can honestly 
say I wouldn’t have it any other 
way. While being gay has a few 
disadvantages, it has many 
advantages. It seems us gay 
people are very good writers. I 
even like writing. We also tend 
to be more compassionate and 
sensitive. It is a shame, really. 
That all of us gay guys who 
would otherwise know what 
women want so well, and would 
be so wanted by women, that we 
don’t want women? 


Iused to think being gay was 
terrible, but I have come to see 


that while it offers many 
challenges, it still offers much 
opportunity and hope. It also 
gives me a different perspective 
on things, and overall, I believe it 
has made me a better person. | 
wouldn’t change that aspect 
about myself for the world. 
I think I would have made for an 
awful hetero, and somehow, I 
feel more comfortable just the 
way lam. PerhapsifI had grown 
up hetero, I might have a different 
perspective. But | am what | 
am. And really, that’s all that 
matters. And if that is all you get 


from this, it is all you need 


LOOKING FOR THE BEST... 


Contact Gordon Roebuck, 
Mortgage Agent, at 
Tel: 780-554-8831 


Toll Free: 1-877-488-8831 
Fax: 780-665-6005 


- MORTGAGE? 


| have access to the 
BEST mortgage rates and products — 


Call TODAY for 


“low mortgage rates 


‘Vol 12 


discounted as low as 1.25%* below posted. 


Good credit, bad credit, self-employed... 
Let me Nee : 


@ just the beginning, 


imes.10 Mereone 


MLA Laurie Blakeman 


As the Liberal Health and 
Wellness Critic, I am eagerly 
waiting to finally see what the 
government has in mind for 
Alberta’s health system! 


Before last November’s election, 
the Premier stated that the 
government’s health care reform 
strategies were far too 
complicated for average 
Albertans to understand. He then 
proceeded to lay out the 
government’s agenda to an 


exclusive ticketed audience in 
Calgary, before jetting off to 
Ontario and Quebec to reveal 
more details to business and 
political elites there. 


The Tories also made vague 
promises to consult with 
Albertans before proceeding with 
any radical design of public 
health care. Well, we’re already 
into mid-March and we still 
haven’t seen any plans for 
consultations here athome. What 
we do see, is that the Premier 
wants to consult with Sweden, 
France, Switzerland, and 
Australia. Weren’t these 
countries already looked at by 
the Mazankowki and Westbury 
reports within the last two years? 
Itsounds more likea list of dream 
vacations to me. 


I find it particularly troubling 
that the Mr. Klein now wants to 
look at European examples of 
health care delivery. There are 


already a number of credible 


10121 124 Street 


Toys - 


Lube - DVD -’ 
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studies comparing the 
effectiveness of the health care 
systems in the countries he’s 
talking about. If they are just 
getting around to looking at that 
now, just what have they been 
doing all these years? 


I think the Tories are simply 
scouring the globe to find the 
right spin for their plan. They 
know exactly what they want to 
do, they just haven’t found a way 
to make it palatable to Albertans. 
I think they’re afraid to just lay 
down their cards. 


Alberta Liberals believe that a 
healthy society is about more 
than good hospitals and fine 
doctors and nurses; it is also about 
things like strong communities, 
healthy lifestyles, and a clean 
environment. As part of our 
health policy, I’m bringing 
forward a motion for a 
Community Wellness Fund of 
approximately $200 million a 
year, using taxes from tobacco 


Finding the Right Spin 


sales. Part of the fund would be 
used to support wellness and 
lifestyle initiatives. The rest of 
the fund would be used to expand 
Family and Community Support 
Services, to build stronger 
communities from the grassroots 


up. 


The government has promised 
action ona couple of major issues, 
such as Seniors Benefits and the 
AISH review. Although health 
care premiums were dropped for 
seniors last October, we still have 
the optical and dental benefits to 
come. Hopefully they will be re- 
instituted in April as promised. I, 
along with the large number of 
AISH recipients in my 
constituency, also eagerly await 
the results of the AISH review 
conducted last fall. I hope the 
government finally recognizes 
that the AISH program needs 
major upgrades in the benefits 
currently provided. Changes have 
also been happening in my 
constituency office. Jane Wisener 


has joined us as the new 
Edmonton-Centre Constituency 
Manager. Please join me in 
welcoming Jane to her new 
position. 


If you have any issues, concerns 
orneed advice when dealing with 
government departments, please 
call. Phone 414-0743, e-mail to 


edmonton.centre@assembly.ab.ca, 


or drop by the constituency office 
at #3, 9908-109 Street. I'll be in 
session from March | until about 
the end of May. While in session 
I’m in the Legislature Monday 
through Thursday and only in 
the constituency office on 
Fridays. If you need an 
appointment, please call Jane at 


414-0743, and she will be happy 
to accommodate you. 


If you want to be added to our 
electronic mailing list, e-mail 
your name, address, and e-mail 
address to 
edmonton.centre@assembly.ab.ca. 
Include the issues you are most 
interested in receiving 


information about. PS: Join me 
under the dome in 2005! I’d be 
happy to help arrange a seat for 
you in the Public Gallery of the 
Legislature. Just call Jane at my 
constituency office, 414-0743, 
between 10am and 4pm Monday 
to Friday. You could also fax the 
office at 414-0772. 


But You Knew That Already 


By Dougall Fraser 


Chapter One (Excerpt) 
Just Your Average Day 


Before my 3 o’clock client 
arrives, I focus on her name and 
uncomfortably realize that I have 
only recently read for her. I’m 
more than happy to help people 
when I can, but I try to stick to a 
tule: Clients are only allowed to 
book one psychic reading a year 
with me. But because I no longer 
do my own booking — a fact that 
has released me from years of 
being chained to my phone — 
this rule has become a bit harder 
to enforce. One reading a year is 


TROW! WHAT A 


V RELAX, Row, fA JUST HERE FoR NIX, 


plenty. (Okay, so maybe if you 
are having a year like Martha 
Stewart you could get two.) 


I remember Joanne before I go 
out to retrieve her in the reception 
area. As we say hello, my heart 
feels heavy, but I want to do 
something — how can I help 
her? She settles herself in the 
comfortable wing chair in my 
office, and I close my eyes to 
begin our work. As always, I say 
a quick prayer, asking that only 
energy of the highest good enter 
my being. “Joanne, why are you 
here again?” I ask. She looks 


"THATS NCHABL LUCAS! 16 


|| NO! WHEN? WHEN IS ICHAEL LUCAS 
\ GOING To THE Sow? 


leon HE'S BEEN ON MW CASE TO COME BACK 


Edel, ARE pi 
Comelg BACK 
10 THE SHON? | ONSTAGE THING. | 


50 i THOUGHT (D STOP By BUT. | DonT 
Now F i CAN GET BACK NTO THE 
WHOLE GAY, RUNNING AROUND NAKED 


T JUST SEEMS SO... | 


Dont KNOW. UNSEEMLY slow. 


WELL, HES STAWING uf AT 

THE PLAZA ON SUNSET. YOU 

WOULDNT WANT To MEST 
HMA WOULD You? 


taken aback by the question. 
‘Nothing has really changed since 
our last session together. You are 
still with your husband, though 
we both know that this 
relationship has failed. You don’t 
want to live in your home. When 
you suggest to your husband that 
your life and relationship could 
and should be better, he laughs at 


” 


you. 


“T know,” she sobs. “Youknow,” 
she adds in hushed awe. (That 
awe stuffalways embarrasses me. 
People, it’s what I do.) Like many 
clients, Joanne is here in the hopes 


THS TRUE? 


ANCHAEL LUCAS? YEA. NEXT 
WEEX, | DID A COUPLE VIDEOS wiTs 
HM LAST VEAR AND HE'S LOOK 
TO PROMOTE WG LATEST Fire 
GLAND CRUIGING @ S01 MADE A 


of eliciting the response she wants 
to hear from me. She wants me to 
tell her that in a few months her 
husband will fall back in love 
with her, that he will get a new 
job, and that her life will be 
magically transformed. 


I see none of that happening, and 
I can’t lie to her. “I’ve been to an 
astrologer who told me we would 
stay together,” she tells me, 
anxiously searching my eyes. I 
don’t respond but ask my self: 
How can I help her? “A tarot 
reader said he was cheating on 
me”, she offers, clearly eager to 


AA? 

vEAl! 

THOSE 
MEN? HO- 
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ARE YOU A FAN? 
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hear me contradict that assertion. 
I don’t. “I’m seeing my therapist 
twice a week,” she says. Still not 
speaking, I concentrate harder: 
How can [ help her? “I’m trying a 
new herbal medicine for 
depression. This one is supposed 
to work — really.” 


Joanne is spending probably 
hundreds of dollars every month 
in the desperate hope that someone 
will give her a remedy, a quick 
cure — one that does not exist. I 


feel her desperation. Over and 
over I whisper in my mind: How 
can I help her? 


Only Wellbutrin will help her, 
another voice whispers in my 
mind. “A numerologist thought 
I was single,” she says. “What 
does that mean?” “Joanne,” I 
begin, “I see you are a graceful, 
persistent, and courageous 
woman. You’ve lost touch with 
that woman. We need to find her 
for you again. You are giving 


your power away, to me, other 
advisors, your boss, and most of 
all, your husband. 


“Joanne, you have to find your 
voice. You have to ask yourself, 
in every area of your life. What 
motivates me? What kind of 
existence do I want? I see your 
potential, but there is always free 
will. At the moment, your current 
life trend is going to continue to 
keep you ina state of depression. 
The next time you wanta reading, 


hat’s Happening in June? 


I want you to take that money 
and invest it in you.” 


I finish her session by saying the 
same thing I always do: “We 
have covered all of your issues, 
Joanne. Now it’s your turn to 
change them.” 


(Published by Rodale; April 
2005;$22.95US/$32.95CAN; 1- 
59486-136-6 

Copyright © 2005 Dougall 
Fraser) 


estival 005 promises to be packed with great activities and lots of opportunities to celebrate! Edmonton Pri 
Week Society (EPWS) is planning the following events for this year!  . 


Pride Awards and Flag raising (City Hall) 

Pride Parade (ending in Churchill Square) 

Dance (Hellenic Hall) 

Bonfire of the Rainbows 

Edmonton Vocal Minority Concert 

Acts Of Pride 

Pride Dance (Citadel Theatre) 

Family Jie and Penny Carnival (The Big Fresh) 


10724 - 124 Street, Edmonton, Alberta 
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You will notice from the schedule 
of events in the accompanying 
ad, that EPWS has nothing 


| planned for June 19, 20 or 21. 


We are hoping that local 
community clubs/bars will 
organize additional functions 
especially during these times to 
provide increased opportunity for 
Edmonton to celebrate Pride! 
Pride Centre of Edmonton is 
producing a flyer outlining all 
Pride Week events to be 
distributed around town in early 
May. Businesses are asked to 
contact Kathy Da Silva at 
pridecentrepres@hotmail.com if 
they would like their event listed 
for free in this flyer! Remember 


Things You Should Know 
Before Choosing to 


Bareback 


Every sexually active person needs to be 
aware that he is always at risk sometimes small, 
sometimes greater. That doesn't mean that you 
have to give up sex, just be in contrel, The following 
are some quick points to be aware of when you are 
getting ready to have hot sweaty passionate sex. 


CONDOMS ARE NO GUARANTEE 


Condomscan break or come off, BUT 
Also true, condoms significantly lower your 


tisk of getting or passing HIV... 


it is never too late to become a 


sponsor of Pride 2005! 
Sponsorship info is available on 
our website at 


www.prideedmonton.org 


EPWS has asked each of the local 
clubs to participate more 
meaningfully in the Pride Dance 
on Saturday, June 25 at the 
Citadel by offering a couple of 
bartenders to run the bars set up 
around the Citadel during the 
dance. This would facilitate 
increased exposure of local gay 
businesses by providing some 
free advertising for each 
establishment. Each participating 
bar would prepare their own sign 


If You Don't Have HIV You Can't Pass It On 


For HIV to be passed during sex, one of you 


has to already have it. 


If neither of you have HIV you can't get it by 
fucking together, even withouta condom. 

If you or your partner think you've might 
have been exposed to HIV, for some teason, the 
only way to know is to test for HIV and to take more 


than just one test. 


EVERY NEW PARTNER BRINGS A NEW RISK 


The mote people you have anal sex with the 


gteater your chances of getting HIV. 


WHEN BARE-BACKING IT IS SAFER TO GIVE 


THAN TO RECEIVE 


Iris safer for the person with HIV to bottom 


than to top. 


HIV is harder to pass from bottom to top 


than itis from top to bottom. 


This is no guarantee though, it can still 


happen. 


Weinh AY [he Kicks 
hen Choose Which 
Kicke You Do & Don t 
Wart [0 Take 


advertising their establishment 
to be displayed at the bar. We 
already have confirmed 
participation from 2 clubs!! We 
are looking forward to hearing 
from the others! We are also in 
the process of asking local clubs 
to contribute DJ’s for the dance! 


Local businesses and groups are 
encouraged to start thinking 
about floats for the Pride Parade! 
The parade promises to be a great 
one again this year with a vibrant 
new route ending in front of 
Edmonton City Hall! 


If you would like to help with 
planning, please contact us at 


info@prideedmonton.org. We 


always need more help! Our next 
board meeting is on April 5 at the 
new location for Pride Centre of 
Edmonton at 10010 - 109 Street. 


Volunteers are a very important 
part of the Pride Festival. Every 
hour you volunteer earns $$ for 
local community groups. If you 
or your group would like to 
volunteer during the festival, 
CEerOUew nh Lil, aoe 1Cl meee 
lance@prideedmonton.org. 


Have a great Spring! 


EPWS! 


A GENTLE WET SCREW vs. A HARD DRY 
SCREW 


Gentle anal sex with lots of lube reduces 
HIV infection if you have no condom. 

Rough anal sex with a condom reduces HIV 
infection. 

Using lots of lube and a condom reduces 
the risk of HIV infection no matter how gentle or 
rough anal sexis. 


CUMMING OUTSIDE IS SAFER THAN INSIDE 
Cumming outside a person's ass or mouth 
will reduce risk of HIV infection. 
Pre-cum can still carry enough HIV to infect 
a person. 


CLEAN EQUIPMENT LOWERS THE RISKS 


Keeping your dick, ass and sex toys clean 


an ST, 


will lower yout risk. 

Washing up befote and after will help lower 
your risk. 

Use care when using enemas or male 
douches; you can also tear the anal lining making 
getting HIV easier. 

If you were the Top taking a leak after sex 
can also lower your chance of gettingsome STI's. 


SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED INFECTIONS 
[STIS] INCREASE YOUR HIV RISK 


If one of you has an ST] and the other HIV 
the risk to both of you is quite high. 

Having an STI makes getting HIV easier. 

HIV can advance very quickly if one catches 


HIV With A HIGH VIRAL LOAD EQUALS EASY 
TRANSMISSION 


True, a high viral load makes HIV easier to 
transmit. 

Also true, HIV can be transmitted at any 
viral load level. 
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Some Quotes on gay marriage 
“President Bush said he was ‘troubled’ 
by gay people getting married in San 
Francisco. He said on important issues 
like this the people should make the 
decision, not judges. Unless of course 
we’re choosing a president, then he 
prefers judges.” —Jay Leno 


“If the last two days are any indication, 
the race for the White House will be 
pretty much decided by whether two 
middle-aged women can open a joint 
checking account.” —Jon Stewart 


“President Bush says he’s troubled by 
all the gay weddings that have been 
going on in San Francisco. Bush also 
says he’s troubled by Bert and Ernie’s 
relationship on ‘Sesame Street.’” 
Conan O’Brien 


“Our governor here has weighed in on 
the San Francisco situation. He said he 
wants them to stop the gay marriages 
going on up there, but he said that he still 
supports same sex groping. ... Governor 
Schwarzenegger says this is not the 
proper venue to express gay sexuality, 
but try the locker room at Gold’s Gym.” 
—Bill Maher 


“The Massachusetts court decision to 
allow gay marriages this week may prove 
to be a divisive issue in the upcoming 
presidential election. President Bush is 
likely torn because he has to protect 
what he sees as a sacred institution and 
yet he knows gay marriage would boost 
the economy because you know those 
gay guys would go all out. We’re talking 
about designer wedding cakes, $20,000 
sleeveless tuxedos; giant naked man ice 
sculptures that pee mojitos. They’d hire 
Pattie La Belle as the band; give out 
African parrots as party favors. It’d be 
ridiculous. Remember, whatever your 
political beliefs, a vote to allow gay 
marriage is a vote for a fabulous 
economy.” —Tina Fey 
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F Jokes & Laffs! 


Stupidity 

The problem with Alberta is stupidity. 
I’m not saying there should be a capital 
punishment for stupidity, but why don’t 
we just take the safety labels off of 
everything and let the problem solve 
itself? 


Good Eatin’ Eh 

An American is having his (coffee, 
croissants, bread, butter and jam) when a 
Canadian man, chewing gum, sits down 
next to him. The American ignores the 
Canadian who, nevertheless, starts a 
CO, atta Vince tess - a euewesit O. +1 
Canadian: “You American folk eat the 
whole bread?” American (ina bad mood): 
OT course.” 
Canadian: (after blowing a huge 
bubble)” We don’t. In Canada, we only 
eat what’s inside. The crusts we collect in 
a container, recycle it, transform them 
into croissants and sell them to America.” 
The Canadian has a smirk on his face. 
The American listens in silence. The 
Canadian persists: “Do you eat jelly with 
the bread??” American: “Of Course.” 
Canadian: (cracking his gum between his 
teeth and chuckling). “We don’t. In 
Canada we eat fresh fruit for breakfast, 
then we put all the peels, seeds, and left 
Over in containers, recycle them, 
transform them into jam and sell the jam 
to America.” The American then asks: 
“Do you have sex in Canada?” Canadian: 
“Why of course we do”, the Canadian 
says with a big smirk. American: “And 
what do you do with the condoms once 
you’ve used them?” Canadian: “We 
throw them away, of course.” American: 
“We don’t. In America, we put them ina 
container, recycle them, melt them down 
into chewing gum and sell them to 
Canada.” 


You have to be kidding 

“T get to go to lots of overseas places, like 
Canada.” — Louisiana native Britney 
Spears, when asked the best part of being 
famous. 


Out Hunting 

A big American city lawyer went duck 
hunting in rural Saskatchewan. He shot 
and dropped a bird, but it fell into a 
farmer’s field on the other side of a 
fence. As the American lawyer climbed 
over the fence, an elderly farmer drove 
up on his tractor and asked him what he 
was doing. The litigator responded, “I 
shot a duck and it fell in this field, and 
now I’m going to retrieve it.” The old 
farmer replied, “This is my property, and 
you are not coming over here.” The 
indignant lawyer said, “I am one of the 
best trial attorneys in the great U.S. of A 
and, if you don’t let me get that duck, Pll 
sue you and take everything you own. 
The old farmer smiled and said, 
“Apparently, you don’t know how we 
settle disputes in Saskatchewan. Wesettle 
small disagreements like this with the 
Saskatchewan Three Kick Rule.” The 
lawyer asked, “What is the Saskatchewan 
Three Kick Rule!!! The Farmer replied, 
“Well, because the dispute occurs on my 
land, first I kick you three times and then 
you kick me three times and so on back 
and forth until someone gives up.” The 
attorney quickly thought about the 
proposed contest and decided that he 
could easily take the old codger. He 
agreed to abide by the local custom. The 
old farmer slowly climbed down from 
the tractor and walked up to the attorney. 
His first kick planted the toe of his heavy 
steel-toed work boot into the lawyer’s 
groin and dropped him to his knees. His 
second kick to the midriff sent the 
lawyer’s last meal gushing from his 
mouth. The barrister was on all fours 
when the farmer’s third kick to his rear 
end sent him face-first into a fresh cow 
pie. The lawyer summoned every bit of 
his will and managed to get to his feet. 
Wiping his face with the arm of his 
jacket, he said, “Okay, you old coot. 
Now it’s my turn.” The old farmer smiled 
and said, “Gnaw, I give up. You can have 
the duck.” 
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Alberta Legislature Back 


A Diminished Tory 
Caucus Remains 
Belligerent on Equality — 
NDP 


By Brian Mason 


Greetings from the Alberta 
Legislature! The NDP 
doubled our caucus size 
after the last election, and 
have returned to the House 
re-energized in our fight 
for equality for all 
Albertans. 


Only two weeks after the 
provincial election, the 
Supreme Court handed 
down its reference 
decision on same-sex 
marriage. A reference case 
is the Court’s way of 
answering questions and 
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giving a legal opinion on 
an issue. In this reference 
case, the Court said that 
the federal government has 
the exclusive right to define 
marriage — and that the 
provincial government 
may only administer 
marriage law. In other 
words, the Klein 
Conservatives no longer 
had a legal leg to stand on 
in their persistent fight 
against marriage equality 
for Alberta’s LGBT 
community. The NDP 
Opposition welcomed the 
Supreme Court’s ruling, 
and challenged the 
Conservative government 
to abandon its use of tax 
dollars on discriminatory 


Get your 
fatty acids 
in here. 
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court battles. After all, the 
LGBT community pays 
twice for the 
Conservatives’ legal fights 
against LGBT equality — 
once as taxpayers, and a 
second time as supporters 
of LGBT organizations that 
must commit massive 
dollars to legal defence 
funds. 


And now, only three 


months later, some 
Geo nisvexr.v aitsitv © 
backbenchers are 
encouraging the 


government to waste more 
tax dollars on another court 
challenge that is sure to 
fail. The NDP Opposition 
spoke out against this folly, 
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and we’ve suggested that 
the Conservatives’ make- 
work project for lawyers 
would be better paid for 
out of their party’s 
finances, rather than with 
our taxpayer’s money. 


But even with a looming 
victory on the same-sex 
marriage issue, the fight 
for equality is not over. 
Just two months ago, the 
Alberta government 
launched a new diversity 
and inclusion campaign — 
public 
announcements designed 
to end discrimination on 
the basis of gender, age, 
and ethnicity. But gay and 
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lesbian Albertans are not 
included in the campaign. 
Exclusion from an otherwise 
broadly inclusive campaign 
sends the message that the 


government is not concerned 


about the inclusion of gay 
and lesbian Albertans, or the 
discrimination they face. In 
this context, the NDP 
Opposition asked that sexual 
orientation to be written in 
as protected grounds within 
Alberta’s Human Rights, 
Citizenship, and 
Multiculturalism Act. The 
government has refused to 
act on this issue, however. 


The NDP Opposition is 
working on other issues, too. 
Poverty, housing, and the 
high cost of living affect us 
all. The high cost of post- 
secondary education is also 
an issue the NDP has been 
advocating against for many 


years. Tuition has tripled | Legislature. We look 
in ten years, meaning | forward to speaking out on 
many young people are | issues of concern to 
putting offpost-secondary | Edmonton’s LGBT 
studies or being shownthe | community, and are always 
door for lack of | ready to hear what you 
funds. We’vealso | think. You can find us at 
been standing up | www.newdemocrats.ab.ca, 
for the things | where you can read about 
other parties | our recent activities, learn 
won’t — like | more about the issues and 
eliminating big | our MLAs, and sign up for 
corporate money | our e-newsletter. 
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Liz Massiah, MSW, RSW 


Clinical Social Worker 
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Fax 7380415 5433 


emassiah@interbaun.com 
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#203, 10129 124St. 
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Speaking of 
“Normal” 


Infidelity Involves A 
Breach Of Trust 


By Liz Massiah, MSW, 
RSW 

Provisional Chartered 
Psychologist 


Why doI keep wanting to/having 
sex with women/men other than 
my spouse? What is the matter 
with me that I just can’t seem to 
resist other women? Why is he 
so mad that I go off and have s/ 
m sex with other men, and don’t 
want to do that with him? What’s 
wrong with going to the peeps 
on the way home, he doesn’t 
have as high a sex drive as I do? 


Or, now that she knows about it, 
how long will I have to endure 
her endless questions, her endless 
demands to know where I am, 
what I am doing, who I am 
emailing, phoning and so forth. 


Why does he get so nervous when 
I go to the store and take longer 
than expected to get back? 


All of these and many more are 
examples of comments from men 
struggling with their acts of 
infidelity. 


Despite Bill Clinton’s ridiculous 
excuses that oral sex is not sex, 
most of us can readily identify 
what we consider sexual behavior 
outside of our own relationship. 
And we don’t like it, even when 
we try to convince ourselves that 
it does not really matter. Some 
spouses will say things like, “after 
all it was only an orgasm 
shared with someone else. It 
was only a physical act, or an 
irresistible urge (often aided 
and abetted by distance from 
home, alcohol or drug use). 
These and other 
rationalizations are also used 
by the infidels. Interesting to 
use that word in this context, 
particularly these days. 


And others are honest enough 
to admit to having emotional 
affairs, that are more “ 
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acceptable” but no less 
infidelity than being sexual 
outside of the relationship. 


Infidelity involves a breach of 
trust, a violation of the boundary 
of , “couplehood,” ” that 
surrounds those that are faithful. 
It is not that those who are 
faithful don’t’ have as many 
opportunities or are never 
tempted to stray. Somehow they 
are able to maintain that 
boundary and resist the urge. 


One common factor of the many 
men I have seen who are 
unfaithful is that they have a 
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history of abuse. And abuse 
always involves a shattering of 
a sense of secure boundaries. If 
you were sexually abused as a 
kid, saw Dad and Mom fighting, 
saw your siblings being abused, 
all ofthese and many more forms 
of abuse likely created a sense 
of being uncertain, of being 
unsafe in the world. 


Some abuse victims respond 
with very tight boundaries 
around themselves, living 
isolated and emotionally cut off 
lives. They may not seem 
isolated, but they are essentially 
emotional islands. And these 
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same people often act out 
sexually, not able to make the 
choice to resist their urges. These 
are just the flip sides of the same 
coin: trashed boundaries. These 
folks may have what appear to 
be great lives, but they struggle 
with being emotionally safe. 


Infidelity involves creating and 
keeping secrets. When the secret is 
discovered, the sense of trust and 
predictability in the relationship is 
shattered. What appeared to be true 
and real is in fact not so. The spouse 
is full ofhurt, rage, and shame. Many 
see infidelity as the ultimate betrayal 
and insist on ending the relationship. 
Others decide to keep working at it, 
but the foundation is more than a 
little shaky. Hence the myriad of 
questions, the seemingly endless 
suspicions and accusations. The 
unfaithful one must prove him or 
herself, and must do it in whatever 
manner the betrayed one needs. 


Email becomes suspicious, phone 
calls, slight delays in arrival; any 
change in routine heightens anxiety. 
And this makes sense. Can you 
imagine sitting in a small den with 
your partner, each using your own 
computer. And then discovering that 
while you were on line paying bills, 
the other one was chatting with the 
lover about an upcoming rendezvous. 
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Or your spouse is out of town for 
work and you have the usual good 
night phone call. And then discover 
the other person is already in the 
hotel room, just waiting. Shades of 
the movie, Sideways. Too much 
truth for comfort in that movie for 
those involved in infidelity. 


Those struggling with why they are 
unfaithful are to be commended. 
The issues of abuse and boundary 


violation are an often-overlooked 
part of the story, and to my mind, 
an essential part of the story. 
Happy, healthy folks, with a good 
sense of self, aren’t often 
unfaithful. Bill Clinton was abused 
as a kid, sexually if I recall 
correctly. 


If infidelity is part of your story, 
think about some of what the 
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contributing factors are that have 
skewed your sense of safety and of 
boundaries, perhaps that is the part 
of the story that needs attention if 
you are to challenge the influence of 
infidelity on your life. 


(Any client related information has 
been markedly changed to protect 
identity. The information in this col- 
umn is not meant to replace consul- 
tation with a qualified, accountable 
professional psychotherapist.) 
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Domestic 
Violence and 
the Ohio 
Constitutional 
Amendment 


Eric Stern, Executive 
Director 


In 2004, President Bush and 
the Republican Party made 
passage of discriminatory 
anti-marriage amendments 
a centerpiece of their 
electoral strategy. In an 
effort to increase turnout 
among their base, 
Republicans argued that 
these amendments would 
protect families. However, 
these amendments are 
actually undermining the 
stability of the American 
family. The 13 states that 
passed anti-marriage 
amendments last year are 
now realizing that their 
impact reaches far beyond 
rendering gay and lesbian 
families strangers to the 
law. 


When Ohio approved its 
anti-marriage amendment 
in November, Republican 
Secretary of State Ken 
Blackwell admitted that its 
passage was a politically 
driven effort closely 
coordinated with the Bush/ 
Cheney campaign. 
Blackwell headlined rallies 
supporting the amendment, 
telling reporters that it 
would help increase voter 


turnout for the President. 
As in other states, Ohio 
Republicans were so eager 
to time an amendment vote 
with a presidential election 
that they rushed the 
measure to the ballot box 
without thinking through 
the consequences of their 
actions. 


Last week in Ohio, two 
county courts ruled that the 
state cannot apply 
domestic violence law to 
unmarried couples based 
on the recently approved 
anti-marriage amendment. 
Both cases involved 
heterosexual couples who 
were living together but not 
legally married. 


In the first case, the court 
reduced a felony domestic 
violence charge to a 
misdemeanor after the 
defendant’s lawyer 
successfully argued that, 
under the recently passed 
amendment, domestic 
violence charges could 
only be brought against a 
perpetrator legally married 
to the victim. The day after 
the first ruling, a second 
court, again citing the 
amendment, dismissed 
domestic violence charges 
against a man accused of 
physically abusing his live- 
in girlfriend. The judge in 
the second case wrote that 
the new amendment must 
be interpreted while taking 
into account the political 
climate when it was passed 
—a climate, according to 
the court, that disparaged 
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gay and lesbian residents 
and other non-traditional 
families. 


In both cases, the court 
ruled that the constitutional 
amendment approved by 
voters in November 
prohibits the state from 
recognizing, among 
unmarried couples, the 
“qualities, significance or 
effect of marriage.” Both 
judges concluded that the 
provision voids aspects of 
Ohio’s domestic violence 
laws that addressed 
individuals “living as a 
spouse,” but not legally 
married. 


Opponents warned 
champions of the Ohio 
anti-marriage amendment 
that the amendment’s 
language would lead to 
consequences beyond 
banning legal recognition 
of gay and lesbian families. 
Specifically, the chairman 
of the campaign working 
to defeat the amendment 
told reporters in October 
that, -1f passed; “the 
amendment would leave 
individuals in unmarried 
relationships without the 
full protection of domestic 
violence laws. Republican 
Secretary of State Ken 
Blackwell also turned 
down a request to change 
the amendment’s language 
after opponents warned of 
similar dangers arising 
from the amendment’s 
broadly written text. 


We Are Not Alone 


These recent rulings provide 
concrete examples of how 
anti-marriage amendments 
deprive vulnerable 
individuals of legal 
protections. Currently, 
dozens more men are using 
the amendment to try to 
have their abuse charges 
reduced or dismissed. The 
publicity around these cases 
is undoubtedly having a 
chilling effect on victims of 
abuse who already lack the 
confidence and support 
necessary in many 
circumstances to seek the 
protection of the law. 


Republicans in Ohio are 
scrambling to change 
domestic violence laws in 
an attempt to restore legal 
protections to abuse 
victims. However, their 
efforts only apply a small 
bandage to a deepening gash 
as courts are likely, based 
on the broad language of 
the amendment, to continue 
to question domestic 
violence law and any legal 
arrangements, suchas living 
wills, between unmarried 
partners. 


As family, security and 
domestic violence 
protections in Ohio unravel, 
other states with anti- 
marriage legislation are 
beginning to experience 
similar problems. Eight of 
the eleven states that passed 
anti-marriage amendments 
in November endorsed 
wording as vague as that of 
Ohio’s. In Michigan, the 
state scrapped a plan to offer 
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domestic partnership 
benefits to state workers in 
light of the passage of their 
own anti-marriage 
amendment. Similarly, 
Utah has now dropped a 
proposal to offer 
comparable benefits for 
employees of the state 
university system. In 
Virginia, Democratic 
Governor Mark Warner 
signed legislation this week 
that allows companies to 
offer private domestic 
partner benefits after 
Republicans realized that 
their anti-marriage 
legislation was harming 
business investment in the 
commonwealth. 


Pent i -imoaprrialg ¢ 
amendments will continue 
to create legal chaos in 
states while lawmakers 
scramble to pass corrective 
legislation. Similarly, 
Republicans in Congress 
have introduced several 
versions of a federal anti- 
marriage amendment while 
supporters can’t agree on 
what these different drafts 
would do ifratified. Despite 
the large-scale confusion 
over these amendments, 
Republicans continue to 
push them because they 
believe they may bring 
short-term benefits at the 
ballot box. 


National Stonewall 
Democrats is working on 
the local level to build broad 
coalitions to combat 


upcoming marriage 
amendments, and we are 
initiating campaign 


trainings this year for these 
coalitions in states like 
Alabama, which will face 
such a measure in 2006. 
All families should be 
concerned about the impact 
of anti-marriage 
legislation. By working 
with our allies to educate 
our neighbors about the 
legal uncertainty created by 
these measures, we can help 
voters prevent the legal 
chaos that exists in states 
like Ohio. 


Eric Stern is Executive 
Director of the National 
Stonewall Democrats. 
National Stonewall 
Democrats is the only 
national organization of 
gay, lesbian, bisexual, and 
transgender Democrats, 
with more than 90 local 
chapters across the 
nation. NSD is committed 
to working through the 
Democratic Party to 
advance the rights of all 
people regardless of 
sexual orientation or 
gender identity. 
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Business & Service Directory 


Massage 
ACU MASSAGE 


THERAPY 
Dwayne Holm, RMT 
Therapeutic Massage for stress reduc- 
tion, relaxation and the relief of muscular 
pain. 
Phone: 483-3190 
Mage Pride Video Video! Tnsurance Brokers 

Interested in placing an order with us? 

Trans West 


Cards Call (877)-452-7743 DVD Insurance Brokers 


10121-124 St. Edmonton AB, T5N 1P5 
Ken Vaughan (F.1.1LC.) 


Call 967-2282 
Onoway Branch 


Edmonton 780-413-7122 
Calgary 403-777-9494 


Lube Shipping Charges apply Toys 


Legal 


The Waist is a terrible thing to 
mind. 


WILLIAM M. FAULKNER 


Barrister & Solicitor 


Wills, Estates, CPP Appeals, Real 
Estate, Criminal 
Phone: 422-6207 Fax: 424-9955 


-Liggy 


Accounting 


Millwoods Accounting Services Ltd 
Michael James 
President 
Small Business Accounting & Personal Tax 
3279A Parsons Road Phone: 780-450-1686 
mwacc(@telusplanet.net 


Health - 


STD Centre 
11111 Jasper Ave. Edmonton [General 
Hospital] 


Call 413-5156 for an appointment. 
Free confidential testing, treatment and 
counselling of STD’s & HIV 
No Alberta Health Care Card required. 


David Ushko Chartered Accountant 


Serving businesses Providing accounting and 
and individuals tax service and advice 


Personal and corporate Telephone: (780) 425-2350 Services 
tax returns Free initial consultation sahiemimamiaiai 


905, 10010 - 106 Street Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3L8 


Come worship with us...at Lambda everyone is welcome! 


LAMBDA Christian Community Church 
11148-84 Avenue, Edmonton 
Phone: (780) 887-8611 
Web site: www.members.shaw.ca/lambdachurch/ 
E-mail: lambdachurch@shaw.ca 


Hardwood dl 
| Ceramic 12736 - St. Albert Trail | 


| Commercial Carpet Phone: 454-2727 | 
Residential Carpet Pager: 480-0949 


Worship Services: Sunday 7 p.m. 
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GROW 


2005 EDMONTON 


PRIDE 


FESTIVAL JUNE 17-26 


the GLBT community celebrates 


Friday, June 17 PRIDE AWARDS [submit nominations now) 
Saturday, June 18, 2pm PARADE & BEER GARDENS 


(register your parade entry now] 


www.prideedmonton.org 


Four Points 


Sheraton 
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Pride Centre Of Edmonton Laurie Blakeman, MLA 
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